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Extract  from  letter  to  Major  A,  Booth  - Organising  Secretary  - F.P.A., 

Bradford,  - dated  2nd  January,  1968, 


The  F.P.  A,  will  run  a clinic  at  Dewsbury  and  the  following 
conditions  will  apply  to  Dewsbury  patients  : - 

1.  No  clinic  fee  to  be  charged, 

2.  Medical  cases  to  be  completely  free, 

3.  Clinic  doctor  to  have  the  final  decision  as  to  which 
cases  are  medical  or  social, 

4.  Social  cases  to  be  charged  only  for  supplies, 

5.  Hardship  cases  to  be  determined  by  F.P.A.  officers 
and  brief  details  of  the  reasons  to  be  recorded  on 
their  case  sheets, 

6.  Sight  of  accounts  to  be  available  for  inspection 
by  the  Borough  Treasurer’s  Department, 

7.  A lump  sum  to  be  granted  to  the  F.P.A,  to  cover  their 
costs  taking  into  account  all  the  above-mentioned 
factors. 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Education  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  report  on  the  work  of  the 
School  Health  Service  during  1968. 

Staff 


Dr.  Parker,  School  Medical  Officer,  resigned  on  the  31st 
May,  1968,  to  take  up  an  appointment  with  British  Railways. 
He  was  a great  asset  to  the  Department  and  is  greatly  missed. 
We  were  however  fortunate  in  being  able  to  recruit  Dr.  Ashraff 
who  commenced  duty  on  the  7th  October,  1968.  He  is  settling  in 
well  in  his  new  type  of  work  and  is  especially  valuable  to  the 
Department  in  that  he  can  speak  the  languages  of  the  various 
groups  of  immigrants. 

We  were  also  fortunate  in  obtaining  the  services  of  Miss 
Firth,  Health  Education  Organiser,  as  an  important  part  of  her 
work  involves  the  schoolchildren  of  the  town. 

We  were  extremely  sorry  to  lose  Mrs.  Clowes,  one  of  our 
Speech  Therapists,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  her  position 
remains  unfilled. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  we  retain  the  medical  personnel  of  the 
School  Health  Department  as  quite  extensive  and  detailed  work 
is  carried  out  particularly  with  the  various  types  of  handicapped 
children  who  are  away  in  residential  schools  or  who  attend  our 
own  special  schools.  Without  the  present  staff  it  would  be 
impossible  to  do  the  work  efficiently. 

Medical  Inspections 

The  number  of  pupils  who  were  examined  at  routine 
medical  inspections  during  the  year  was  2,403  and  the  general 
condition  of  the  pupils  was  extremely  satisfactory.  Details  of  the 
defects  found  and  treatment  given  are  to  be  found  in  the  body  of 
the  report. 

Infectious  Diseases 

Apart  from  a relatively  small  number  of  measles,  infectious 
diseases  amongst  schoolchildren  was  very  small  indeed.  No  case 
of  diphtheria  has  been  notified  for  17  years  and  for  a number  of 
years  now,  almost  since  poliomyelitis  vaccine  was  introduced, 
there  has  been  no  case  of  poliomyelitis.  These  results  are  a 
striking  testimony  to  the  value  of  the  respective  vaccines. 

Measles  vaccine  has  just  been  introduced  and  it  is  hoped  that 
the  incidence  of  this  disease  will  in  time  show  the  same  marked 
decrease. 

It  is  also  pleasing  to  report  that  78%  of  parents  accepted  the 
invitation  to  have  their  children  tested  and,  if  necessary, 
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vaccinated  against  Tuberculosis.  As  a result  615  children  actually 
received  the  vaccination.  This  response  is  very  satisfactory 
indeed. 

Head  Cleanliness 

The  percentage  of  children  found  to  be  infected  with  head 
vermin  was  2.4,  the  best  figure  yet  achieved  in  this  County 
Borough.  I have  no  hesitation  in  stating  that  this  figure  has  only 
been  achieved  because  of  the  very  active  efforts  of  the  nurses 
concerned  in  the  examination  and  the  treatment  of  the  condition. 

Hearing  Defects 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  routine  testing  of  the  hearing  of 
five  year  old  children  is  continued  and  as  a result,  six  children 
were  admitted  to  a Day  Special  School  for  the  Partially  Deaf. 
Early  ascertainment  of  such  cases  is  extremely  important  if 
their  education  is  to  be  effectively  planned. 

Other  Services 

Full  details  of  the  various  functions  of  the  School  Health 
Department  are  to  be  found  in  the  body  of  the  report  and  I trust 
they  will  be  perused  with  interest. 

Conclusion 

Finally  I thank  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee for  their  ever  ready  support  and  consideration  which  has 
on  all  occasions  been  given  so  willingly.  I would  also  sincerely 
thank  the  whole  of  the  staff  of  the  School  Health  Department  for 
the  most  competent  work  they  have  performed  throughout  the 
year,  the  Head  Teachers  and  Teachers  of  the  County  Borough 
Schools  for  their  co-operation,  Mr.  Clitheroe,  the  Chief  Education 
Officer  and  his  Department,  and  finally  Mr.  Parker,  my 
Deputy  Chief  Clerk,  who  has  been  mainly  responsible  for  the 
compilation  of  this  report. 

I am, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


T.  W.  ROBSON 
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DEWSBURY  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 

(as  constituted  on  31st  December,  1968) 


The  Mayor  (Councillor  G.  Grace,  J.P.) 
Chairman — 

Alderman  F.  Fox,  J.P. 

Vice-Chairman — 

Councillor  W.  Weir,  J.P. 

Committee — 

Alderman  R.  S.  Roberts,  J.P. 
Alderman  F.  W.  Craven,  J.P. 
Alderman  W.  A.  Greenwood,  J.P. 
Councillor  Mrs.  M.  Smith 
Councillor  P.  Evers 
Councillor  D.  McLachlan 
Councillor  L.  Saunders 
Councillor  Rev.  V.  Newman 
Councillor  W.  Long 
Councillor  H.  Oldroyd 

Co-opted  Members — 

Rev.  C.  G.  H.  Spafford,  M.A. 

Rev.  Father  G.  Hinchcliffe 
Rev.  G.  H.  Taylor,  M.A. 

Mrs.  M.  Robshaw 
E.  Barber,  Esq. 

W.  F.  Beckwith,  Esq. 

J.  Walsh.  Esq. 
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STAFF  OF  THE  SCHOOL  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 


Principal  School  Medical  Officer  . 

. T.  W.  Robson,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H 

Deputy  Principal  School  Medical 
Officer 

Miss  D.  E.  Robertshaw,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 
D.P.H. , D.C.H. 

School  Medical  Officers 

A.  F.  Parker,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H 
(Resigned  31.5.68) 

Miss  M.  D.  Fox,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

M.  I.  Ashraff,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.R.C.O.G., 
(From  7.10.68) 

Consultant  Ophthalmic  Surgeon 

fE.  S.  Tan,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.O.M.S. 

Assistant  Ophthalmologist 

tJ.  L.  Wood,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

(Resigned  30.9.68) 

f J.  Roche,  M.A.M.B.,  B.Ch.,  M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P.,  D.O.  (Resigned  24.7.68) 

Consultant  Orthopaedic  Surgeon 

fN.  Grewal,  O.B.E.,  M.Ch.,  Orth. 
F.R.C.S. 

Consultant  Paediatrician 

fG.  Rajan,  M.R.C.P. 

Principal  School  Dental  Officer 

J.  R.  Tuxford,  L.D.S. 

Senior  Dental  Officer  

W.  A.  Oldroyd,  L.D.S. 

School  Dental  Officer 

Miss  J.  G.  Elliot,  L.D.S. 

Superintendent  Nursing  Officer 

♦Miss  I.  Alderson,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M., 
S.R.F.N.,  H.V.  Cert.,  Q.I.D.N. 

School  Nurses  

Mrs.  M.  Lumb,  S.E.N. 

Mrs.  K.  Roberts,  S.E.N. 

Mrs.  M.  Boothroyd,  S.R.N. 

Mrs.  Y.  M.  Whitfield,  S.R.N. 

Mrs.  S.  A.  Baitson,  S.R.N. 

♦Miss  I.  Halliley,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M., 

H.V.  Cert. 

♦Mrs.  B.  Squire,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.. 

PI. V. Cert. 

♦Miss  C.  G.  Butler,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M., 

H.V. Cert. 

♦Miss  S.  Higham,  S.R.N.,  R.M.N.,  S.C.M., 
Q.I.D.N.,  H.V. Cert. 

♦Miss  C.  PIaw,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  IT.V.Cert. 
♦Mrs.  J.  Fisher,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.Cert. 
♦Miss  A.  N.  Ryan,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M., 
H.V.Cert. 

♦Part-time. 

fWith  permission  of  the  Leeds  Regional  Hospital  Board. 
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Health  Education  Organisers 

Miss  H.  Firth,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.Cert. 
(From  8.4.68) 

Education  Psychologist  ... 

. . M.  Andrews,  B.A. 

Social  Worker  

Vacant 

Speech  Therapist 

. . Miss  U.  Purchase,  L.C.S.T. 

Mrs.  D.  Clowes,  L.C.S.T.  (Resigned 
31.12.68) 

Chief  Clerk  

*H.  Tranmer,  D.P.A. 

Clerks  

*L.  Parker,  D.P.A. 

Mrs.  B.  M.  North  (Resigned  5.5.68) 
Miss  D.  E.  H.  Stokes 

Miss  S.  Peace  (Resigned  30.11.68) 

♦Mrs.  M.  Allott 

Dental  Surgery  Assistants 

..  Mrs.  M.  Whiteley 

Mrs.  C.  Thewlis 

Miss  B.  Ramsden 

*Part-time. 
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GENERAL  INFORMATION. 


Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimated  Mid.  1968)  51,640 

Number  of  children  on  roll,  January,  1969,  per  Forms  7 and  7.M. 
and  11. 


Primary 

Infants  and  Junior 

1 

Secondary 

County 

2974 

3223 

Voluntary  C.E. 

1882 

— 

Voluntary  R.C. 

730 

563 

Total 

5586 

3786 

Primary  Schools. 

Number  of  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Number  of  Departments  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Number  on  Roll  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5586 

Secondary  Schools— Grammar,  Technical  and  Secondary  Modern 
Schools. 

Number  on  Roll  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3786 

Other  Schools — Moorlands  Special  School,  Park  Special  School, 
and  Nursery  Schools.  (Including  412  Part-time  pupils  at 
Nursery  Schools). 

Number  on  Roll  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  708 

Grand  Total  ....  10,080 


COST  OF  SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

The  Treasurer  has  furnished  the  following  details: 

1st  April,  1967  to  31st  March,  1968. 

Total  Nett  Cost  of  School  Health  Service  ...  ...  £33,784 
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TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS  IN  THE  BOROUGH. 


Place 

Time 

Minor  Ailment  Clinic  School  Clinic,  Halifax  Road, 

Monday  to  Friday 
9 a.m.  to  12.30  p.m. 
Medical  Officer  at- 
tends 9 to  9-30  a.m. 
each  day. 

Ophthalmic  Clinic  School  Clinic,  Halifax  Road 

By  appointment  9.30 
a.m.  Thursday. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic  School  Clinic,  Halifax  Road 

By  appointment  10.15 

a.m.  1st  Wednesday 
in  the  month. 

Dental  Clinic  Central  Dental  Clinic, 

40,  Leeds  Road. 

By  appointment  daily 
9 a.m.  to  12.30  p.m. 
and  2 to  5 p.m. 
Emergencies  any 
time. 

Child  Guidance  Clinic  Eightlands  Road 

By  appointment  daily 
9 a.m.  to  12.30 
p.m.  and  1.30  p.m. 
to  5.30  p.m. 

Speech  Therapy  do. 

Clinic 

By  appointment  daily 
9 a.m. — 12.30  p.m. 
1.30  p.m.  to  5 p.m. 

Audiometric  Clinic  Health  Department, 

Municipal  Buildings 

By  appointment  as 
required. 
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SCHOOL  BUILDINGS. 

The  Chief  Education  Officer  has  kindly  supplied  me  with  the 
following  information  regarding  extensions,  improvements  and 
decoration  in  school  buildings  carried  out  during  1968: — 


Secondary  Schools: 

Wheelwright  Grammar  School  for  Boys 
Resurfacing  kitchen  yard. 

Thornhill  Modern  School 

Erection  of  guard  rail  to  playground  as  safety  measure. 


Primary  Schools: 

Chickenley  County  Infants’  School 

Installation  of  sinks  in  4 Classrooms. 

Improvement  to  ventilation  in  Boiler  House. 

Dewsbury  Moor  County  Infants’  School 
Improvements  to  water  supply. 

Earlsheaton  County  Infants’  School 

Installation  of  sinks  in  3 Classrooms. 

Ravensthorpe  C.E.  Junior  School 
Church  Street  Premises 

Improvements  to  ventilation  in  Girls’  Toilets. 

New  floor  in  Classroom  5. 

Repairs  to  corridor  floor. 

John  Street  Premises 

New  floor  in  Classroom  6. 

Savile  Town  C.E.  Junior  and  Infantss  School 
Eradication  of  dry  rot. 

Special  Schools: 

Park  School — Earlsheaton 

Alterations  to  front  entrance  doors  as  safety  measure. 
Provision  of  incinerator  and  hot  water  supply  in  Toilets. 

Beckett  Road  Immigrants'  Centre 

Improvements  to  Boys’  and  Girls’  Toilets. 
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PRIMARY  AND  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS. 


Medical  Inspections  of  Pupils  attending  Maintained 
Primary  and  Secondary  Schools. 

Number  of  pupils  on  registers  of  maintained  primary 
and  secondary  schools  (including  nursery  and  special 
schools)  in  January,  1969  ...  ...  ...  ...  10,080 


PART  I. 

TABLE  A.— PERIODIC  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 


Age  Groups 
Inspected 
(by  year  of  birth) 

(1) 

No.  of 
Pupils 
Inspected 
(2) 

Ph}irsical  Condition 

of  Pupils  Inspected 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

No. 

(3) 

No. 

(4) 

1964  and  later 

3 

3 

— 

1963 

222 

222 

— 

1962 

547 

547 

— 

1961 

15 

15 

— 

1960 

13 

13 

1959 

25 

25 

* 

1958 

22 

22 

— 

1957 

495 

495 

— 

1956 

266 

266 

— 

1955 

18 

18 

— 

1954 

493 

492 

1 

1953  and  earlier 

284 

284 

TOTAL 

2403 

2402 

1 

Column  (3)  total  as  a percentage  of  column  (2)  total  100% 


Attendance  of  Parents  at  periodic  Medical  Inspections. 


During  1968  the  parents  of  62%  of  the  children  examined  at 
periodic  medical  inspections  attended  the  inspection. 


Entrants 

Second  Age  Group  . . . 

Leavers 

Special  Schools 


89% 

78% 

12% 
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PART  II. 

DEFECTS  FOUND  BY  MEDICAL  INSPECTION  DURING  THE 

YEAR. 


TABLE  A.— Periodic  Inspections. 


Defect  or  Disease 

PER 

IODIC  INS 

PECTIOJ 

MS 

Entrants 

Leavers 

Others 

Total 

Skin... 

T 

10 

17 

12 

39 

O 

30 

13 

20 

63 

Eyes — (a)  Vision  ... 

T 

21 

12 

28 

61 

O 

114 

119 

148 

381 

( b ) Squint 

T 

13 

— 

2 

15 

O 

8 

16 

3 

27 

(c)  Other  ... 

T 

1 

2 

— 

3 

O 

3 

2 

6 

11 

Ears — (a)  Hearing 

T 

6 

3 

3 

12 

O 

65 

6 

44 

115 

(6)  Otitis  Media  . . 

T 

1 

— 

— ■ 

1 

O 

14 

1 

10 

25 

( c ) Other  ... 

T 

— 

2 

1 

3 

0 

9 

2 

2 

13 

Nose  and  Throat  ... 

T 

3 

3 

— 

6 

O 

104 

24 

27 

135 

Speech 

T 

8 

3 

1 

12 

O 

33 

5 

6 

44 

Lymphatic  Glands 

1' 

— 

1 

— 

1 

O 

13 

3 

5 

21 

Heart 

T 

— 

— 

1 

1 

O 

7 

23 

10 

40 

| Lungs 

T 

1 

1 

1 

3 

O 

57 

7 

30 

94 

Developmental — 

(a)  Hernia 

T 

— 

— 

— 

— 

O 

6 

— 

1 

7 

(b)  Other... 

T 

— 

— 

— 

— 

O 

14 

3 

16 

33 

Orthopaedic — (a)  Posture 

T 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0 

2 

1 

2 

5 

( b ) Feet 

T 

2 

5 

7 

14 

O 

29 

15 

12 

56 

(c)  Other 

T 

— 

7 

4 

11 

O 

22 

5 

10 

37 

Nervous  System — 

(a)  Epilepsy 

T 

— 

— 

— 

— 

O 

7 

1 

— 

8 

(b)  Other 

T 

— 

— 

— 

— 

O 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Psychological— 

(a)  Development 

T 

— 

— 

— 

— 

O 

4 

1 

1 

6 

(b)  Stability 

T 

2 

— 

1 

3 

O 

15 

7 

24 

46 

Abdomen  ... 

T 

— 

4 

— 

4 

O 

1 

6 

6 

13 

Other 

T 

— 

— 

— 

— 

O 

9 

7 

23 

39 

(T)  Treatment  (O)  Observation 


TABLE  B. — PUPILS  FOUND  TO  REQUIRE  TREATMENT 
AT  PERIODIC  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 


(Excluding  Dental  Diseases  and  Infestation  with  Vermin) 


Age  Groups 
Inspected 
(By  year  of  Birth) 
(1) 

For  Defective  Vision 
(Excluding  squint) 

(2) 

For  any  of  the 
other  conditions 
recorded  in  Part  II 

(3) 

Total 

Individual 

Pupils 

(4) 

1 964  and  later 

— 

— 

— 

1963 

5 

17 

22 

1962 

16 

34 

50 

1961 

1 

1 

1960 

— 

1 

1 

1959 

— 

— 

— 

1958 

1 

1 

2 

1957 

15 

19 

34 

1956 

10 

8 

18 

1955 



1954 

8 

31 

39 

1953  and  earlier 



5 

17 

22 

TOTAL 

61 

128 

189 

TABLE  C.— OTHER  INSPECTIONS. 


Number  of  Special  Inspections 

...  2847 

Number  of  Re-Inspections  ... 

...  1140 

Total 

...  3987 

TABLE  D. — INFESTATION  WITH  VERMIN. 

(a)  Total  number  of  individual  examinations  of  pupils 
in  schools  by  school  nurses  or  other  authorised 


persons  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37,104 

( b ) Total  number  of  Individual  pupils  examined  ...  9,203 

(c)  Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be 

infested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  223 

(d)  Percentage  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be 

infested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2.4% 

(e)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom 

cleansing  notices  were  issued  (Section  54(2)  Edu- 
cation Act,  1944)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(/)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom 
cleansing  orders  were  issued  (Section  54(3)  Edu- 
cation Act,  1944) 

(g)  No.  of  sessions  devoted  to  school  visits  ...  ...  225 

(h)  No.  of  sessions  devoted  to  cleansing  ...  ...  28 

(i)  No.  of  school  visits  (i)  first  ...  ...  ...  48 

(ii)  subsequent  ...  ...  177 

(j)  No.  of  home  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


Body  Infestation. 

6 cases  of  body  infestation  were  found  during  1968. 

Scabies. 

110  cases  of  scabies  amongst  school  children  were  treated. 
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TABLE  B. — Special  Inspections. 


Defect  or  Disease 

SPECIAL  INSPECTIONS 

Pupils  requiring 
Treatment 

Pupils  requiring 
Observation 

Skin  , . . 

17 

55 

Eyes — 

(a)  Vision 

26 

270 

(b)  Squint 

1 

9 

(c)  Other  . . 

10 

6 

Ears — 

(a)  Hearing 

5 

125 

(b)  Otitis  Media 

— 

3 

(c)  Other... 

1 

9 

Nose  and  Throat  ... 

— 

130 

Speech 

— 

38 

j Lymphatic  Glands 

— 

22 

Heart 

— - 

41 

Lungs 

— 

62 

Developmental — 

(a)  Hernia 

• — 

5 

(b)  Other... 

1 

58 

Orthopaedic — 

(a)  Posture 

— 

14 

(b)  Feet 

— 

39 

(c)  Other.  . 

— 

34 

Nervous  System — 

(a)  Epilepsy 

— 

7 

(6)  Other... 

— 

10 

Psychological — 

(a)  Development 

10 

22 

(b)  Stability 

12 

62 

Abdomen 

— 

15 

Other 

8 

PART  III. 

TREATMENT  OF  PUPILS  ATTENDING  MAINTAINED 
PRIMARY  AND  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS 
(INCLUDING  NURSERY  AND  SPECIAL  SCHOOLS). 


Table  A. — Eye  Diseases,  Defective  Vision  and  Squint. 


Number  of  cases  known 
to  have  been  dealt  with 

External  and  other,  excluding  errors  of 

refraction  and  squint 

95 

Errors  of  refraction  (including  squint)  . . . 

834 

Total 

929 

Number  of  pupils  for  whom  spectacles 

were  prescribed  ... 

723 

1 

1 
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Table  B.— Diseases  and  Defects  of  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat. 


Number  of  cases  known 
to  have  been  dealt  with 

Received  Operative  treatment — 

(a)  for  diseases  of  the  ear 

19 

( b ) for  adenoids  and  chronic  tonsillitis 

136 

(c)  for  other  nose  and  throat  conditions 

26 

Received  other  forms  of  treatment 

40 

Total 

1 Total  number  of  pupils  in  schools  who  are 
known  to  have  been  provided  with 
hearing  aids — 

221 

(a)  In  1 968  

3 

(b)  In  previous  years 
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Table  C. — Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects. 


Number  of  cases  known  to 
to  have  been  treated 

(a)  Pupils  treated  at  clinics  or  out-patient 
departments 

176 

(b)  Pupils  treated  at  school  for  postural 
defects  ... 

— 

Total 

176 

Table  D.««Diseases  of  the  Skin  (excluding  uncleanliness,  for 
which  see  Table  D.  of  Part  I). 


Number  of  cases  known 
to  have  been  treated 

Ringworm — (a)  Scalp 

, 

(6)  Body  

— 

Scabies 

no 

Impetigo 

42 

Other  skin  diseases 

87 

Total 

239 

Table  E.— Child  Guidance  Treatment. 


Number  of  cases  known 
to  have  been  treated 

j Pupils  treated  at  Child  Guidance  Clinic  . . . 

345 
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Table  F.— Speech  Therapy. 


Pupils  treated  by  Speech  Therapists 

Number  of  cases  known 
to  have  been  treated 

166 

Table  G. — Other  Treatment  Given. 

1 

(a)  Pupils  with  Minor  Ailments  ... 

Number  of  cases  known 
to  have  been  dealt  with 

272 

( b ) Pupils  who  received  convalescent  treat- 
ment under  School  Health  Service 

arrangements 

— 

( c ) Pupils  who  received  B.C.G.  Vaccination 

684 

( d ) Other  than  (a),  ( b ) and  ( c ) above — 

Chiropody 

153 

Total 

1109 

The  total  number  of  attendances  at  the  Minor  Ailment 
Clinic  during  1968  was  1,439  which  was  a decrease  of  101  on  1967. 


The  total  number  of  children  treated  for  new  ailments  was 
577  which  was  a decrease  of  32. 
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CHIROPODY. 

During  the  period  from  January  to  July,  153  cases  were 
seen  of  which  54  were  new  cases  and  60  cases  were  discharged.  In 
total,  90  children  made  263  attendances. 

The  largest  number  of  attenders  were  for  treatment  of 
verrucae.  Due  to  the  introduction  of  the  use  of  Vericaps  (a 
proprietary  dressing)  for  the  treatment  of  verrucae  and  the  small 
number  of  children  requiring  treatment,  the  Chiropody  Clinic 
was  closed  in  July,  1968. 


DETECTION  OF  HEARING  DEFECTS. 


The  routine  testing  of  the  hearing  of  5 year  old  children  was 
continued.  This  is  done  in  the  Infant  Schools  by  the  School 
Nurses  using  a portable  pure-tone  audiometer.  The  initial 
sweep-frequency  test  is  made  at  30  dbs.  intensity.  Any  child 
failing  at  more  than  one  frequency  in  either  ear  is  referred  to 
Dr.  Fox  at  the  Health  Department  for  a full  audiometric  test. 
During  the  year  751  children  were  sweep  tested  in  school  and  of 
these,  131  (17%)  failed  and  were  referred  for  full  audiometric 
tests.  These  131  are  included  in  the  total  of  422  children  who 
attended  the  Audiometry  Clinic  at  the  Health  Department  in 
1968. 


During  1968  3 Dewsbury  children  was  given  a hearing  aid 
at  the  Royal  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital,  Bradford. 

As  a result  of  the  audiometric  tests,  the  following  was  the 
position: — 


Referred  to  Consultant  Aural  Surgeon,  Dewsbury 
General  Hospital 

Normal  Hearing  and  Discharged 

Referred  for  further  observation  by  School  Medical 
Officer 

Referred  to  Speech  Therapist,  own  Doctor,  etc. 


71 

171 

172 

8 


422 


During  1968,  six  children  were  admitted  to  Odsall  House 
Day  Special  School  for  the  Partially  Deaf,  Bradford.  One  child 
was  discharged  on  attaining  school  leaving  age. 
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DEFECTIVE  VISION. 

At  the  routine  medical  inspections,  61  children  were  found 
to  require  treatment  for  defective  vision  and  15  children  were 
discovered  to  be  suffering  from  squint. 

At  special  inspections,  26  children  required  treatment  for 
defective  vision,  and  2 children  were  referred  for  squint. 

During  1968,  922  visits  were  made  at  the  Ophthalmic 
clinic  and  the  conditions  found  at  the  inspections  were  as 
follows: — 


Defect 

New  Cases 

Secondary 

Visits 

Total 

Visits 

Hypermetropia 

26 

122 

148 

Hypermetropia  and  Squint  ... 

3 

7 

10 

Hypermetropic  Astigmatism 
Compounds  Hypermetropic 

16 

69 

85 

Astigmatism 

16 

143 

159 

Myopia  ... 

33 

173 

206 

Mixed  Astigmatism 

10 

75 

85 

Myopic  Astigmatism  ... 

1 

21 

22 

Compound  Myopic  Astigmatism 

5 

40 

45 

Squint  ... 

13 

36 

49 

“Other  Diseases  of  the  Eye’’ 

8 

2 

10 

No  Refractive  Error  ... 

38 

57 

95 

506  children  who  attended  the  School  Eye  Clinic  during  the 
year  had  glasses  prescribed,  of  these  90  were  children  who  had 
not  worn  glasses  before.  During  the  year,  160  pairs  of  glasses 
were  authorised  to  be  repaired,  under  the  School  Eye  Service. 

13  children  were  referred  to  the  Dewsbury  General  Hospital 
for  treatment. 

Tests  of  visual  acuity  were  performed  by  the  school  nurses 
at  Periodic  Medical  Inspections  at  5,  11  and  15  years  of  age,  using 
where  necessary,  the  E-Chart.  In  addition,  children  of  8 and  13 
years  of  age  in  all  schools  were  similarly  tested.  Those  found  to 
have  defective  eye-sight,  using  a standard  of  6/9  part,  Snellen, 
in  both  eyes,  or  worse  in  either,  were  referred  to  the  Ophthalmic 
Clinic. 
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TREATMENT  OF  ORTHOPAEDIC  AND  POSTURAL  DEFECTS. 

School  children  found  to  be  suffering  from  orthopaedic 
defects  are  referred  to  a special  orthopaedic  session  conducted  by 
Mr.  N.  Grewal. 

During  the  year  45  new  cases  were  seen.  The  number  of 
individual  children  attending  was  95  ; the  total  number  of 
attendances  being  157. 

During  the  year  46  children  were  discharged  from  the 
Orthopaedic  Clinic  and  12  children  were  referred  to  the  Dews- 
bury General  Hospital  for  exercises. 

127  Dewsbury  children  made  866  attendances  at  local 
hospitals  for  treatment  of  orthopaedic  and  postural  defects. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

(a)  Diphtheria. 

No  cases  of  diphtheria  in  school  children  were  recorded  in 

1968. 

During  the  past  seventeen  years,  there  have  been  no  cases  of 
diphtheria  amongst  school  children. 

(b)  Tuberculosis. 

There  was  one  new  notification  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 
An  immigrant  girl  of  12  was  notified  shortly  after  arrival  in  this 
country  and  is  now  in  hospital. 
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(c)  Other  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  notified 
during  1968  between  the  ages  of  5 and  15  (after  correction  for 
changes  in  diagnosis)  : — 


Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  . . 3 

Food  Poisoning  ...  ...  ...  — 

Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  — 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  6 

Dysentery  . . ^ ...  ...  ...  4 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Meningococcal  Infection  ...  ...  — 


IMMUNISATION  PROCEDURES. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

The  number  of  children  between  5 and  15  (age  at  time  of 
immunisation)  immunised  against  diphtheria  for  the  first  time 
during  1968  was  252. 

The  number  of  children  between  5 and  15  who  received  one 
single  boosting  dose  during  the  year  was  469. 

Smallpox  Vaccination. 

During  1968,  40  children  of  school  age  were  vaccinated. 

Poliomyelitis  Vaccination. 

The  parents  of  all  school  children  aged  5 years  were  circu- 
lated and  asked  to  consent  to  their  children  receiving  reinforcing 
doses  if  already  vaccinated  and,  if  not,  to  allow  them  to  receive 
a full  course  of  poliomyelitis  vaccination.  During  the  year  491 
children  received  "booster”  doses  and  120  children  completed 
Primary  courses. 

Tuberculosis  Vaccination. 

Tuberculin  Testing  and  B.C.G.  Vaccination  of  Dewsbury 
school  children  born  during  1955  was  done.  Arrangements  were 
made  for  the  children  with  a positive  reaction  to  be  X-rayed  at 
the  local  hospital. 

Number  of  children  born  between  1.1.55  and  31.12.55  on 


Dewsbury  schools  registers  was  ...  ...  ...  837 

Total  number  of  consent  forms  received  ...  ...  654 

Percentage  acceptance  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  78% 

Number  of  children  tuberculin  tested  ...  ...  ...  639 

Not  read  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  children  with  positive  reaction  ...  ...  18 

Number  of  children  with  negative  reaction  ...  ...  615 

Total  number  of  Children  vaccinated  during  1968  ...  613 
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MEASLES  VACCINATION. 

During  the  year,  543  children  between  four  and  fifteen  years 
of  age  received  the  Measles  Vaccination. 


B.C.G.  Vaccination  of  Immigrant  children  (all  ages): — 

No.  skin  tested 
No.  positive  reaction 
No.  Negative 
No.  Vaccinated 


119 

42 

77 

77 


DEATHS  AMONGST  SCHOOL  CHILDREN. 


During  the  year  six  children  of  school  age  died, 
causes  of  death  were  as  follows: — 


(i)  Motor  Vehicle  accident 

(ii)  Accidental  drowning 

(iii)  Road  accident 

(iv)  Brain  tumour 

(v)  Heart  failure 

(vi)  Accidental  drowning 


The 

Girl  4 years 
Boy  14  years 
Girl  11  years 
Boy  15  years 
Boy  16  years 
Bov  7 vears 


OTHER  SPECIAL  MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

Cliffe  House,  Shepley. 

555  children  were  medically  examined  in  connection  with 
their  stay  at  Cliffe  House.  All  were  found  to  be  fit,  although 
a number  of  children  were  found  to  have  verminous  heads  at 
the  first  inspection  and  these  had  to  be  cleansed  before  they 
were  able  to  proceed  to  Cliffe  House. 

Summer  Holiday  Camp. 

68  children  were  medically  examined  before  going  to  the 
Summer  Holiday  Camp  organised  by  the  Dewsbury  Children’s 
Summer  Holiday  Fund,  at  Bridlington.  All  were  found  to  be  fit. 

Immigrants. 

Special  sessions  are  arranged  for  immigrant  children  to  be 
medically  examined  prior  to  entering  school,  and  during  the  year 
a total  of  130  children  were  examined.  All  were  found  to  be  fit  to 
enter  school  although  many  were  found  to  be  suffering  from 
worms  and  were  treated  before  entry.  All  immigrant  children 
were  tested  for  immunity  to  Tuberculosis,  and,  where  necessary, 
vaccinations  were  performed. 
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REPORT  OF  PRINCIPAL  SCHOOL  DENTAL  OFFICER. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  R.  Tuxford,  Principal  School  Dental 

Officer  for  the  following  report: 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  for  your  consideration  the 
report  on  the  work  carried  out  by  the  School  Dental  Service 
during  the  year  1968.  The  appended  statistical  summary  is  pre- 
sented in  the  manner  of  previous  years,  similar  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  Department  of  Education  and  Science,  thus 
facilitating  comparison  and  reference. 

The  Dental  Service,  I am  pleased  to  say,  remains  fully 
staffed,  although  for  3J  months  was  reduced  from  3 full  time 
officers  to  2,  due  to  illness.  In  consequence  the  number  of  sessions 
available  for  treatment,  inspection  and  dental  health  education 
was  less  than  in  previous  years.  Comparatively,  however  the 
volume  of  work  has  been  maintained,  and  the  pattern  of  treat- 
ment has  remained  constant,  in  that  conservation  of  the  Denti- 
tion takes  priority. 

Generally  speaking  the  dental  condition  of  the  school 
children  of  the  borough  remains  fairly  constant,  this  being  indi- 
cated by  the  percentage  of  children  inspected  who  required 
treatment.  Dental  health  education  continues  to  be  promoted 
by  means  of  talks,  film  shows,  demonstrations  and  poster 
exhibitions. 

Apart  from  the  reduction  of  staff  referred  to  previously,  the 
year  has  been  a reasonably  satisfactory  one,  with  no  occurrences 
which  necessitate  specific  reference. 

To  conclude,  I would  like  to  thank  the  members  of  the 
Committee,  the  Principal  School  Medical  Officer,  the  Chief 
Education  Officer,  Head  Teachers  and  their  staffs,  for  the 
excellent  co-operation  given  to  the  Dental  Service.  I am  also 
most  grateful  to  the  staff  of  the  Central  Dental  Clinic  for  their 
efforts  during  my  long  period  of  absence. 
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Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment,  1968. 

Number  of  Pupils  on  the  Register  of  Maintained  Primary  and 
Secondary  Schools  including  Nursery  and  Special  Schools  in 
January,  1969,  as  in  Forms  7,  7m  and  11  schools  ..  ...  ...  10,080 


Attendances  and  Treatment. 


Ages 

5 to  9 

Ages 

10  to  14 

Ages 

15  and  over 

Total 

First  Visit 

1484 

1472 

373 

3329 

Subsequent  visits  ... 

1382 

1567 

365 

3314 

Total  visits 

2866 

3039 

738 

6643 

Additional  courses  of  treat- 
ment commenced 

171 

125 

31 

327 

Fillings  in  permanent  teeth 

966 

2717 

817 

4500 

Fillings  in  deciduous  teeth 

1791 

268 

— 

2059 

Permanent  teeth  filled 

802 

2234 

747 

3783 

Deciduous  teeth  filled 

1331 

201 

— 

1532 

Permanent  teeth  extracted 

46 

259 

119 

424 

Deciduous  teeth  extracted 

989 

354 

— 

1343 

General  anaesthetics 

561 

275 

62 

898 

Emergencies 

71 

39 

2 

112 

Number  of  Pupils  X-rayed  ...  . . ...  ...  ...  54 

Prophylaxis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  1039 

Teeth  otherwise  conserved  ...  ...  . . ...  . . . . 499 

Number  of  teeth  root  filled  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Inlays  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . ...  ...  17 

Crowns  ...  ..  ...  . . . . ...  ...  ...  32 

Courses  of  treatment  completed  . . ...  ...  ...  3325 

Orthodontics. 

Cases  remaining  from  previous  year  ...  ...  ...  . . 100 

New  cases  commenced  during  year  . . ...  . ..  69 

Courses  completed  during  year  . . . ..  ...  . . 74 

Cases  discontinued  during  year  . . ...  ...  . 6 

No.  of  removable  appliances  fitted  . . ..  ...  . . 110 

No.  of  fixed  appliances  fitted  . . ...  ...  ...  . . 19 

Pupils  referred  to  Hospital  Consultant  , . ...  ...  ...  — 


Prosthetics. 


Ages 

5 to  9 

Ages 

10  to  14 

Ages 

15  and  over 

Total 

Pupils  supplied  with  F.U. 

or  F.L.  (first  time) 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

Pupils  supplied  with  other 

dentures  (first  time) 

3 

8 

11 

22 

No.  of  dentures  supplied  . . . 

3 

8 

11 

22 

Anaesthetics. 

General  Anaesthetics  administered  by  Dental  Officers  ...  ...  898 


Anaesthetics. 

General  Anaesthetics  administered  by  Dental  Officers  ...  ...  898 

Inspections. 

(a)  First  inspection  at  school.  Number  of  Pupils  ...  ...  7987 

(b)  First  inspection  at  clinic.  Number  of  Pupils  ...  ...  229 

Number  of  (a)  + (b)  found  to  require  treatment  ...  ...  5003 

Number  of  (a)  -f  (b)  offered  treatment  ...  . ..  ...  4519 

(c)  Pupils  re-inspected  at  school  clinic  ...  ...  ...  ...  1159 

Number  of  (c)  found  to  require  treatment  ...  ...  ...  658 

Sessions. 

Sessions  devoted  to  treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ! 002 

Sessions  devoted  to  inspection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Sessions  devoted  to  Dental  Health  Education  ...  ...  . ..  14 
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PROVISION  OF  MEALS. 


Schools  provided  with  dinners  during  year  1968. 


Kitchen 


Schools  Supplied 


Beckett  Road  Kitchen 


Chickenley  C.  Infants’ 
School 


Boothroyd  Lane  Jun.  Mxd.  & Infts. 
Carlton  Road  C.  Jun.  Mxd.  & Infts. 
St.  John’s  C.E.  Junior  Mixed 
St.  John’s  C.E.  Infants’ 

Dewsbury  Moor  C.  Junior  Mixed 
Dewsbury  Moor  C.  Infants’ 

Chickenley  C.  Junior  Mixed 
Chickenley  C.  Infants’ 


Ravensthorpe  C.E.  Junior 
School 


Ravensthorpe  C.  Infants’ 
Ravensthorpe  C.E.  Junior  Mixed 


Park  School,  Earlsheaton 


Park  School 

Earlsheaton  C.E.  Junior  Mixed 
Earlsheaton  C.  Infants’ 


Thornhill  C.E.  Junior 
School 


Thornhill  C.E.  Junior  Mixed 
Overthorpe  C.  Infants’ 


Earlsheaton  Secondary  Earlsheaton  Secondary  School 
School  Savile  Town  C.E.  Junior  Mixed  and 

Infants’ 

Thornhill  Lees  C.E.  Junior  Mixed 
Orchard  Training  Centre,  Savile 
Town 


Self-contained  Kitchens. 

Wheelwright  Grammar  School  for  Boys 

Wheelwright  Grammar  School  for  Girls 

Secondary  Technical 

Ravensthorpe  Secondary  Modern 

St.  John  Fisher  R.C.  Secondary  Modern 

St.  Paulinus’  R.C.  Junior  Mixed  & Infants’ 

Shaw  Cross  C.  Junior  Mixed  & Infants’ 

Templefield  Secondary  Modern 

Victoria  Secondary  Modern 

Whitley  Lower  C.E.  Junior  Mixed  & Infants’ 

Moorlands  School 

Earlsheaton  Nursery  School 

Ravensthorpe  Nursery  School 

Thornhill  Lees  Nursery  School 

Flatts  Nursery  School 

St.  Joseph’s  R.C.  Junior  Mixed  and  Infants’ 
Eastborough  C.  Junior  and  Infants’ 

Thornhill  Lees  C.E.  Infants’ 

Thornhill  Secondary  Modern 
Thornhill  C.  Junior  & Infants 
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No.  of  one-third  pints  of  Milk  supplied  to — 


Primary  Schools  899,435 

Secondary  Schools  276,090 

Nursery  Schools  70,131 

Special  Schools  30,760 


1,276,416  Total.  One-third  pints  Milk. 


No.  of  Dinners  supplied  on  Payment  to— 


Primary  Schools  519,998 

Secondary  Schools  301,466 

Nursery  Schools  19,847 

Special  Schools  15,735 

Beckett  Road 

Immigrant  Centre  515 


857,561  Total.  Dinners  on  Payment. 

No.  of  Dinners  supplied  Free  to — 


Primary  Schools  152,161 

Secondary  Schools  92,861 

Nursery  Schools  7,742 

Special  Schools  9,363 

Beckett  Road 

Immigrant  Centre  91 


262,218  Total.  Dinners  Free. 

Children  in  Moorlands  School  receive  two-thirds  pints  of  Milk 
per  day. 

Children  in  Primary,  Nursery  and  Park  Schools  receive  one- 
third  pints  of  Milk  per  day. 

Percentage  of  Children  receiving  Milk  at  School  ...  92.0% 

Percentage  of  Children  receiving  Dinners  Free  ...  17.6% 

Percentage  of  Children  receiving  Dinners  on  Payment  49.0% 


Charge  for  Dinners. 

Standard  charge  for  Primary,  Secondary  and  Nursery  Schools 
l/8d.  per  meal. 

Standard  charge  for  Moorlands  and  Park  Schools  9d.  per  meal. 

A charge  of  2s.  Od.  per  meal  is  made  to  the  Health  Depart- 
ment for  Dinners  supplied  to  the  Training  Centre,  Savile  Town. 

As  from  Easter,  1968,  free  meals  were  automatically  ex- 
tended to  the  5th  and  subsequent  children  in  a family  and  also 
from  September,  1968,  the  abolition  of  free  milk  to  Secondary 
School  children  was  introduced. 
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SCHOOL  MEALS  AND  MILK. 


Comparison  of  number  of  children  taking  School  Meals  and  Milk 
on  a day  in  September,  1968  with  a day  in  September,  1967. 


September,  1968. 

September,  1967. 

No. 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

present 

taking 

taking 

present 

taking 

taking 

on  day  of 

Dinner/ 

Dinner/ 

on  day  of 

Dinner/ 

Dinner/ 

Return 

Milk 

Milk 

Return 

Milk 

Milk 

DINNERS  : 

Primary  Schools 

Free 

5003 

865 

17-29 

4904 

452 

9-21 

Paid 

2672 

53-41 

2896 

59  • 05 

Secondary  Schools 

Free 

3537 

646 

18-26 

3520 

251 

7-13 

Paid 

1611 

45-55 

1994 

56-64 

Nursery  Schools 

Free 

407 

41 

10-07 

376 

21 

5-58 

Paid 

107 

26-28 

114 

30-31 

Special  Schools 

Free 

184 

54 

29-35 

134 

29 

21-64 

Paid 

79 

42-93 

105 

78-35 

Free 

Total 

1606 

17-59 

Total 

753 

8-42 

Paid 

Total 

4469 

48-94 

Total 

5109 

57-18 

TOTALS  Free  & Paid 

9131 

6075 

66-53 

8934 

5862 

65-60 

MILK  : 

Primary  Schools 

Free 

5003 

4607 

92-08 

4904 

4620 

94-20 

Secondary  Schools 

Free 

— 

— 

— 

3520 

2539 

72-13 

Nursery  Schools 

Free 

407 

407 

100-00 

376 

372 

98.95 

Special  Schools 

Free 

184 

131 

71-19 

134 

130 

97-01 

. - 

TOTAL  MILK 

5594 

5145 

91-97 

8934 

7661 

85-75 

HANDICAPPED  PUPILS  (as  at  22nd  January,  1969) 
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*These  figures  do  not  include  children  who  live  in  the  West  Riding  but  attend  at  Park  Special  School  and  at  Moorlands  Special  School. 

During  1968,  31  children  were  examined  and  “ascertained”  as  being  handicapped: — 1 Deaf,  3 as  Partially  Hearing,  5 as  Physically 
Handicapped,  9 as  Delicate,  11  as  Educationally  Subnormal, 2 as  Maladjusted. 

In  addition,  4 were  examined  and  found  to  be  unsuitable  for  education  at  school. 
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HANDICAPPED  PUPILS. 

(as  at  22nd  January,  1969). 


Blind  Children. 

1  was  at  Condover  Hall  Residential  Special  School,  Shrews- 
bury. 

1 was  at  Royal  Normal  College  for  the  Blind,  near  Shrews- 
bury. 

Partially  Sighted  Children. 

7 were  at  Templebank  Day  Special  School,  Bradford. 

1 was  at  Fulwood  Special  School,  Preston. 

Deaf  Children. 

4 were  at  the  Odsal  House  School,  Bradford. 

2 were  at  the  Yorkshire  Residential  School  for  the  Deaf, 

Doncaster. 

Partially  Deaf  Children. 

I was  at  the  Mary  Hare  Grammar  School,  Newbury. 

II  were  at  Odsal  House  School,  Bradford. 

Delicate  Children. 

32  were  attending  Moorland  Day  Special  School, 

Dewsbury. 

1 was  at  Ingleborough  Hall  Residential  Special  School. 

Educationally  Sub-normal  Children. 

74  were  attending  the  Park  Special  School  (Day). 

2 were  at  Hilton  Grange  Residential  Special  School, 

Bramhope. 

3 were  at  ordinary  schools,  as  parents  refused  to  allow  a 

transfer. 

1 was  at  Eden  Grove  Residential  Special  School, 

Westmorland. 

Epileptic  Children. 

2 children  were  attending  Moorlands  Day  Special  School, 

Dewsbury. 

Maladjusted  Children. 

1 was  at  Stockwell  Hall  Boarding  Home,  Billericay. 

1 was  at  Pitt  House  School,  Torquay. 

1 was  at  Nortonthorpe  Hall,  Scisset,  Huddersfield. 

1 was  at  Newnham  Childrens  Centre,  Newnham-on-Severn. 
1 was  attending  a Dewsbury  Secondary  School. 

Physically  Handicapped  Children. 

24  were  attending  Moorlands  Day  Special  School,  Dewsbury. 
1 was  at  Wilfred  Pickles  School,  Stamford. 

Speech  Defect. 

1 was  attending  Moorlands  Day  Special  School,  Dewsbury. 


HEALTH  EDUCATION. 


I am  indebted  to  Miss  H.  M.  Firth,  Health  Education 
Organiser,  for  the  following  report: 


1 he  World  Health  Organisation  has  defined  Health  as: 

“Health  is  a state  of  complete  physical,  mental  and 
social  well-being  and  not  merely  the  absence  of  disease  or 
infirmity”. 

From  the  beginning  of  Civilisation  man  has  had  to  face  the 
problems  of  disease.  We  no  longer  see  pandemics  annihilating 
communities.  Modern  society  is  becoming  increasingly  health 
interested.  This  is  probably  due  to  medical  works  being  reported 
by  the  mass  media.  Modern  civilisation  has  its  own  inherent 
health  problems  which  include: 

The  rising  incidence  of  cancer 
The  plight  of  the  Bronchitic 
Drug  dependence  and  addiction 
The  rising  rates  of  venereal  diseases 
Loneliness  in  the  elderly 
Dental  caries 
Alcoholism 

The  high  rates  of  coronary  vascular  lesions 
The  many  problems  resulting  from  accidents 

Since  I was  appointed  as  Health  Education  Organiser  in 
April,  1968,  I have  been  met  most  cordially  by  Headteachers, 
teachers,  members  of  the  Education  Department  and  last  but  by 
no  means  least  by  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department. 

During  the  first  few  months  of  my  appointment  I visited 
most  of  the  schools  in  the  County  Borough.  Health  programmes 
have  been  drawn  up  and  carried  out  in  some  schools.  The 
programmes  have  consisted  of  elementary  human  biology, 
environmental  health,  personal  hygiene,  the  history  of  medicine 
and  nursing,  elementary  first  aid,  home  safety  and  child  care. 
It  was  felt  by  the  teachers  and  myself  that  regular  contact  with 
the  pupils  would  provide  the  best  media  for  positive  health 
teaching.  Therefore  I have  made  weekly  sessions  in  a few  schools 
rather  than  blanket  campaigns  covering  the  town. 

The  schools  at  which  I have  given  regular  health  education 
include: 

Earlsheaton  Secondary  Modern 
Templefield  Secondary  Modern 
Moorlands  Special  School 
Park  Special  School 
Chickenley  Junior 
Ravensthorpe  C.  of  E.  Junior 
Boothroyd  Lane  Junior 


32 


In  addition  to  these  schools,  classes  have  been  held  at  St. 
Joseph’s  Junior  School,  Eastborough  Junior  School,  Thornhill 
Secondary  Modern  School  and  Ravensthorpe  Secondary  Modern 
School. 

Every  member  of  the  school  staff  and  the  health  team  can  be 
said  to  be  health  educators.  For  example  the  school  caretaker 
can  influence  a child’s  view  on  cigarette  smoking.  It  is  quite 
apparent  that  many  teachers  have  inculcated  condusive  health 
patterns  in  their  pupils.  Many  teachers,  particularly  the  biology 
and  domestic  science  staffs  have  and  continue  to  hold  lessons  in 
health  education.  I hope  that  in  the  near  future  other  members 
of  the  Health  Team  will  be  able  to  join  me  in  the  stimulating  and 
rewarding  work  in  this  facet  of  preventative  medicine. 
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MOORLANDS  SCHOOL. 

Day  Special  School  for  Delicate  and  Physically 
Handicapped  Children). 

Headmistress — Miss  P.  M.  Patchett. 

I  am  indebted  to  Miss  Patchett  for  the  following  report: — 

Staff:  Mr.  Kyme 
Mrs.  High 
Miss  Walley 
Mrs.  Hartley 

Mrs.  Duffy  (2  days  a week) 

Mrs.  Barker  day  a week) 

Welfare  Assistant:  Mrs.  Carr 

Nursery  Assistant:  Miss  Pickard 


No.  on  Register,  1st  January, 

1968  ...  ...  ...  ...  77  (38  Boys  and  39  Girls) 

Children  admitted  during  the 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  18  (14  Boys  and  4 Girls) 

Children  discharged  during  the 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  25  (15  Boys  and  10  Girls) 

No.  on  Register,  31st  December, 

1968  ...  ...  ...  ...  70  (37  Boys  and  33  Girls) 

Discharged:  16  fit  for  transfer. 

1  training  for  employment 
1 transferred  to  Technical  College 
6 for  employment 

1 left  district 

Admitted:  2 Bronchitis 

2 Chronic  Bronchitis 

2 Bronchial  Asthma 

1 Bronchial  Asthma  & Eczema 

3 Asthma 

3  Spina  Bifida 
1 Cerebral  Diplegia 
1 Cerebella  Ataxia 
1 Poliomyelitis  (after  effects) 

1 Epilepsy 
1 Nephrosis 

During  the  year  95  children  attended  the  school,  52  delicate;  35 
Physically  handicapped;  6 epileptics;  1 with  severe  speech  defect; 
and  1 maladjusted.  66  requiring  transport  to  and  from  school. 
Of  these,  15  are  extra  district  children  from  the  surrounding 
West  Riding  area. 


Medically,  all  the  usual  treatments  were  continued,  the 
weekly  visits  of  Nurse  Boothroyd  and  the  close  association  of  the 
Medical  Officers  has  enabled  us  to  keep  a careful  watch  over  the 
health  of  our  children.  76  children  are  under  the  care  of  the 
Specialists  for  their  disability,  some  of  these  children  having  had 
a period  of  treatment  in  hospital.  1 child  attending  school 
during  the  day  and  returning  to  the  Hospital  at  tea  time.  The 
Dewsbury  General  Hospital  Physiotherapy  Department  has 
continued  to  give  excellent  treatment.  The  Child  Guidance 
Centre  has  worked  in  close  co-operation  with  us  in  the  treatment 
of  children  suffering  from  nervous  disorders.  Many  children  have 
received  treatment  at  the  Dental  Clinic.  Once  again  Miss 
Hazzlewood  and  her  Youth  Employment  Department  Staff  have 
been  a great  help  in  placing  our  leavers  in  suitable  training  or 
employment.  2 girls  are  at  the  Training  Centre  for  Spastics,  near 
Lancaster.  1 girl  is  attending  a full  time  Commercial  course  at  the 
Technical  College.  1 boy  proved  very  difficult  to  place,  but  after 
many  fruitless  attempts  he  now  appears  to  be  settling  down  at 
the  Remploy  Factory,  Leeds — thanks  to  the  understanding  and 
patience  of  the  Youth  Employment  Officers.  Miss  Hazzlewood 
also  organised  our  Second  Leavers  Conference  in  September 
when  our  1969  leavers’  future  was  discussed.  The  Speech 
Therapists  have  continued  to  visit  us  weekly  to  help  the  children 
suffering  from  speech  defects.  A small  group  of  children  are 
weekly  becoming  more  proficient  in  violin  playing  under  the 
tuition  of  Mr.  Deacon. 

The  number  of  children  receiving  free  meals  has  increased  to 
36  but  the  issue  of  free  clothing  is  similar  to  last  year. 

The  Water  Therapy  Pool  has  now  been  in  use  for  2 years 
and  many  children  are  already  swimming.  Of  the  children  using 
the  Public  Baths,  6 children  have  gained  the  A.S.A.  Bronze 
Medal  for  Personal  Survival.  The  Physically  Handicapped 
children  are  benefitting  from  their  exercises  in  our  pool. 

The  children’s  horizons  were  widened  by  excursions  and 
visits,  e.g.  to  Yeadon  Airport,  the  Post  Office,  the  Fire  Station, 
Belle  Vue  Zoo,  a farm,  etc.  Two  teams  once  again  took  part  in 
the  Inter  School— Road  Safety  Quiz,  and  we  were  delighted 
when  the  Chief  Constable  presented  our  Senior  Team  with  the 
Shield.  Cliff  House  provided  a change  of  environment  and  the 
children  were  able  to  do  good  work,  under  the  supervision  of  Mr. 
Kean  and  the  teachers  there,  coming  back  refreshed  from  their 
taste  of  communal  life. 

We  are  indebted  once  again  to  the  W.V.S.  for  providing 
holidays  for  some  of  our  less  fortunate  children. 

In  July  we  did  our  usual  small  share  to  help  the  League  of 
Friendship  at  Their  Open  Day.  In  October,  Father  Lilley  led  our 
Harvest  Thanksgiving  Service,  and  the  children  once  again  took 
the  gifts  to  the  Old  People  in  the  district. 
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Christmas  brought  a variety  of  activities — ’trimming-up’, 
parties,  concerts,  etc.  A small  group  of  children  sang  with  the 
Dewsbury  Schools  Music  Society  at  their  Carol  Concert  in  the 
Town  Hall.  This  year  we  had  our  own  Carol  Service  in  St.  John’s 
Church — our  thanks  are  due  to  the  Rev.  S.  L.  Righton  and  the 
Church  Council  for  their  co-operation  and  help. 

Also  during  the  year,  we  had  visits  from  people  wishing  to 
learn  more  about  our  branch  of  Special  Education — including 
students  from  local  schools  and  colleges,  and  some  from  overseas. 

As  Chairman  of  the  Special  Schools  Section  of  the  West 
Yorkshire  County  Association  of  the  N.U.T.  may  I,  on  my  own 
and  on  the  County  Association’s  behalf  express  thanks  to  the 
Dewsbury  Authority  for  allowing  us  the  use  of  the  School  for  a 
One-day  Conference,  held  in  May,  at  which  the  principle  speakers 
were  Dr.  C.  Simpson  Smith,  Principal  Medical  Officer  to  the 
West  Riding  who  spoke  on  'The  Future  of  the  School  Health 
Service’  and  Dr.  Peter  P.  Daws  from  Leeds  University,  whose 
subject  was  'Career  Guidance  for  the  Handicapped’. 

In  December,  we  said  farewell  to  Mr.  Kyme  and  thanked 
him  for  his  ever-wiling  help  and  co-operation  over  the  past  four 
years,  wishing  him  well  in  his  new  post  as  Headmaster  of  a 
similar  school  in  Barrow-in-Furness. 

I would  like  to  express  my  personal  thanks  once  again  to  all 
who  have  been  such  a help  to  us  during  the  past  year,  those 
already  mentioned,  the  Welfare  Officers,  the  staffs  of  the 
Education  Office  and  the  Health  Department  and  many  others 
but  for  whose  help  we  would  not  see  the  steady  improvement  in 
the  health  and  well-being  of  our  children. 
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Classification  of  children  attending  Moorlands  School,  1968. 


On 

register 

1st 

Jan., 

1968 

Admitted 

during 

1968 

Dis- 

charged 

during 

1968 

On 

register 

31st 

Dec., 

1968 

Chest — 

Subject  to  Bronchitis 

5 

2 

3 

4 

Chronic  Bronchial  Catarrh 

2 

— 

1 

1 

Bronchiectasis 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Asthma 

6 

3 

3 

6 

Asthmatical  Bronchitis  ... 

4 

2 

1 

5 

Chronic  Bronchitis 

5 

2 

1 

6 

Chronic  Bilateral  Pneumonitis  .v. 

1 

— 

1 

Physically  Handicapped — 

(a)  Muscular  Dystrophy 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Poliomyelitis  (after  effects)  . . . 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Spina  Bifida 

3 

3 

— 

6 

Spastic:  (a)  Paraplegia 

2 

— 

1 

1 

(b)  Hemiplegia 

2 

— 

1 

1 

(c)  Cerebral 

Diplegia 

— 

1 

- — - 

1 

Severe  Burns  (after  effects)  . . . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Thigh  amputation 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Spina  Bifida  and  Arrested 

Hydrocephalus 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Ectopia  Vesicae  and  Hernia... 

1 

• — 

- — 

1 

Myasthenia 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Congenital — Hip 

1 

— 

1 

Fibrocystic  Disease  of 

Pancreas 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Spastic — hermiparesis  and 

Epilepsy 

2 

— 

2 

Thalidomide? 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Spastic  (Hemiplegia)  & 

Hydrocephalus 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Post  Encephalitic 

inco-ordination 

1 

— 

— 

1 

(b)  Severe  Heart  defects 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Chronic  Myeloid  Luekaemia... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Aortic  Stenosis 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Henochs  Purpura — Renal 

Complications 

1 

— 

- — 

1 

Nervousness — 

Nervous  debility 

4 

— 

2 

2 

General  Debility — 

After  Operation  ... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Result  of  slight  deafness 

3 

— 

2 

1 

Malnutrition 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Home  conditions 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Dual  Categories — 

Bronchial  Asthma  and  Eczema... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

General  Debility  & Psoriasis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fibro  Elastosis  & Chronic 

Bronchitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Miscellaneous — 

Congenital  Dwarfism 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Severe  Speech  Defect 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Epilepsy  ... 

3 

1 

1 

3 

Nephrotic  Syndrome 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Diabetes  Mellitis  ... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Ruptured  Liver,  Splenectomy 

& R.  Nephrectomy 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Behaviour  Disorders 

1 

1 
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PARK  SCHOOL,  DEWSBURY 

(Day  Special  School  for  Educationally  Sub-normal  Children). 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  E.  Armitage,  Head  Teacher  for  the 
following  report: — 


Staff  at  the  end  of  the  year 

Mr.  E.  Armitage — Headmaster. 

Mr.  H.  Hardisty — Deputy  Head. 

Mrs.  D.  M.  Wood. 

Mr.  W.  Price  (temporary  full  time  from  September). 
Mrs.  L.  Blakey 

Mrs.  E.  Ely  (full  time  from  September). 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Riley,  Domestic  Science  (3  days  per  week) 
Mrs.  E.  Laycock  (Full-time  non-teaching  Assistant) 


CHILDREN 

Dewsbury 

West  Riding 

Total 

Boys 

Girls 

Bo3^s 

Girls 

On  Registers:.  1/1/68  ... 

51 

22 

3 

2 

78 

Admitted:  1968 

9 

4 

— 

— - 

13 

Left:  1968 

7 

3 

1 

1 

12 

Removed  from  Dewsbury 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Removed  to  West  Riding 

— 

— 

4 

— 

4 

On  Register  31/12/68  ... 

49 

23 

6 

1 

79 

LEAVERS,  1968 

Dewsbury 

West  Riding 

Total 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

For  Employment  at  16 

6 

2 

1 

1 

10 

Left  District 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Into  Care  (Hospital)  . 

1 

— 

■ — 

— 

1 

7 

3 

1 

1 

12 

Attendances. 

These  have  averaged  about  87%.  The  absences  were  mainly 
made  up  of  the  short-term  types  which  are  typical  of  slow 
learning  children. 

More  children  than  ever  have  travelled  by  public  transport. 
Only  26  children  were  brought  by  transport  provided  by  the 
L.E.A. 

Thirteen  children  were  admitted  during  the  year — 7 were 
placed  in  the  First  Junior  Class,  5 in  the  Second  Junior  Class  and 
1 in  the  Senior  Girls’  Group. 
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Of  all  the  children  who  have  left  during  the  year  on  reaching 
16  years,  only  one  was  not  placed  in  employment.  This  was  due 
to  apathy  on  his  parents’  part  in  spite  of  a persistent  Youth 
Employment  Officer.  At  least  two  of  these  children  are  working 
on  normal  apprentice  courses. 

Reorganisation  has  taken  place  throughout  the  school  due 
to  staff  retirements  and  replacements.  Mr.  G.  Stubley  and  Mrs. 
D.  Kershaw,  the  Domestic  Science  teacher,  retired  during  the 
year  and  they  will  be  sadly  missed.  Mr.  P.  B.  Burke  left  in  July 
for  a One  Year  Course  of  Advanced  Study.  The  new  members  of 
staff  have  fitted  in  well  and  the  school  is  rapidly  becoming  a more 
forward  looking  and  outgoing  establishment. 

Activities  have  progressed  well  during  the  year.  Our  Youth 
Group  meets  every  Wednesday  evening  in  the  Club  Room  which 
the  older  children  have  made  in  the  cellar.  They  have  raised 
sufficient  money  to  buy  a billiard  table  which  is  incorporated 
into  the  Games  Evening.  Vast  amounts  of  pop  and  crisps  have 
been  consumed.  The  average  attendance  has  been  about  12  (all 
over  14  years) — very  good  considering  our  small  numbers. 
Ex-pupils  have  often  come  to  the  Youth  Club— giving  chance  for 
valuable  follow  up  work. 

Two  projects  of  special  note  were  our  Garden  Party  in  July 
and  the  Camp  in  the  Forest  of  Dean  in  early  September. 

The  Garden  Party  was  an  attempt  to  raise  funds  for  school 
activities.  The  children  ran  the  whole  effort  with  little  adult  help. 
Side  shows  were  constructed  by  the  children  who  then  manned 
them  on  the  day,  girls  baked  and  then  ran  a refreshment  room. 
Blessed  with  good  weather,  the  Park  was  crowded  and  over  £73 
was  taken. 

In  September  with  some  of  the  money  from  the  Garden 
Party  and  a grant  of  £25  from  the  Dewsbury  Children’s  Holiday 
Fund,  a group  of  10  children  went  camping  in  the  Forest  of 
Dean  for  a week.  The  weather  was  very  wet  but  everyone  had  a 
good  time.  Wild  fallow  deer  were  seen  at  close  quarters  and  vast 
quantities  of  blackberries  were  consumed — over  20  lbs.  of  jam 
were  made  from  fruit  brought  with  us.  Mrs.  Wood  and  Miss  C. 
Appleyard,  a student,  worked  very  hard  cooking  and  feeding  us 
well.  We  are  grateful  to  Children’s  Holiday  Fund  and  to  all 
those  people  from  whom  we  borrowed  equipment. 

The  Mini-bus  has  been  of  immense  value  for,  in  addition  to 
taking  us  on  the  camp,  we  have  kept  the  emphasis  on  getting  out 
and  about.  We  have  romped  through  woods,  climbed  mountains, 
gone  in  caves,  played  in  parks  and  gone  on  numerous  expeditions 
concerned  with  starting  employment.  The  leavers  have  had  tea 
with  the  Mayor  and  the  younger  children  saw  the  film  “Doctor 
Dolittle”.  The  Soccer  team  has  travelled  far  and  wide  and  always 
returned  unbeaten. 

I must  express  my  thanks  to  my  staff  for  the  time  and 
trouble  which  they  expended  to  make  all  these  activities  so  useful 
and  successful. 
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There  have  been  many  visitors  to  the  Park  School  during 
1968  all  of  whom  have  contributed  something  towards  the  well- 
being of  the  children.  Students  from  many  Colleges  of  Education 
have  visited  and  worked  in  the  school.  Commonwealth  Institute 
Lecturers  have  told  children  about  various  parts  of  the  world. 
We  have  had  visits  from  H.M.Fs,  from  Medical  Officers  and 
Officials  from  other  Education  Authorities  and  from  our  own 
Chief  Education  Officer  to  collect  a pot  of  camp  jam!  We  hope 
that  the  two-way  contact  has  been  of  as  much  value  to  the 
visitors  as  it  has  been  to  us. 

Co-operation  with  the  Medical  and  Ancillary  Services  has 
grown  even  closer.  Routine  Medicals  have  taken  place  but  these 
have  now  become  a monthly  routine  which  means  that  all 
children  will  be  catered  for.  The  standard  of  health  was  found  to 
be  generally  high,  We  suffered  a great  loss  when  Mrs.  Clowes, 
the  Speech  Therapist,  left.  Her  weekly  visit  was  very  beneficial. 

1969  has  been  a year  of  change.  Staff  changes,  more  ambi- 
tious activities  and  experiments  have  made  it  a busy  and  exciting 
time — with  all  the  staff  working  as  a generous  and  conscientious 
team.  My  thanks  are  extended  to  them  for  their  loyal  support. 
I must  also  thank  all  those  many  others  who  assist  the  school 
in  differing  ways — the  kitchen  staff  working  hard  to  give  us  such 
good  meals,  the  Medical  staff  and  the  staff  of  the  Education 
Office  who,  at  all  times,  are  always  willing  to  give  help,  advice 
and  encouragement.  All  these  people  make  sure  by  their  help 
that  this  report  is  of  successful  work.  We  cannot  work  in  isola- 
tion. 


CHILD  GUIDANCE  CENTRE. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  M.  Andrews,  Educational  Psychologist 

for  the  following  report: 

A statistical  report  for  the  year  is  enclosed.  It  is  in  the  same 
form  and  directly  comparable  to  that  for  1967. 

A. 

Although  the  figures  contained  in  the  statistical  report  have 
not  been  subjected  to  strict  analysis,  I would  like  to  comment  on 
some  of  the  categories.  My  comments  will,  I hope,  help  to  give  a 
clear  picture,  in  numerical  terms,  of  the  work  of  the  Centre  in 
1968  and  make  it  more  easily  comparable  to  the  work  done  in 
1967. 


1.  Number  of  new  cases  referred  during  1968. 

This  figure  of  283  shows  a drop  on  the  previous  year  of  62 
(18.3%).  Although  one  would  like  to  think  that  this  drop  reflects 
a decrease  in  the  number  of  problems  needing  referral,  I do  not 
think  this  is  so,  if  one  takes  account  of  the  following  factors: 
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(i)  The  1967  figure  of  345  was  artificially  high,  as  it  incor- 
porated a back-log  of  cases  which  accumulated  in  the 
eighteen  months  previous  to  January  1st,  1967. 

(ii)  The  resignation  of  one  full-time  remedial  teacher  at  the 
end  of  the  summer  term,  stopped  all  referrals  which  would 
normally  have  kept  coming  from  that  source.  I estimate 
that  this  factor  accounts  for  a drop  in  total  number  of 
referrals  of  at  least  30. 

(iii)  During  the  absence  of  the  Educational  Psychologist 
through  illness  (from  28th  November,  1968,  onwards),  it 
was  agreed  to  freeze  all  new  referrals.  This  would  account 
for  a further  drop  of  approximately  30. 

Allowing  for  the  above  factors,  one  must  conclude  that  the 
number  of  referrals  are  not  dropping,  but  running  at  the  same, 
if  not  a higher,  level. 

2.  Number  of  home  visits  during  1968, 

This  figure  of  252,  as  against  132  in  1967,  shows  an  increase 
of  120  (90.6%).  Such  a sharp  increase  has  been  dictated  solely 
by  the  realisation  that  even  the  regular  interview  at  the  Child 
Guidance  Centre  or  the  school  (and  this  applies  especially  to 
behaviour  problems)  must  be  supplemented  by  home  visiting  in 
many  cases.  The  alternative  amounts,  virtually,  to  lack  of 
effective  treatment  and  this  is  unacceptable. 

3.  Waiting  list/cases  withdrawn. 

That  the  waiting  list  is  a little  larger  than  usual  as  at  31st 
December,  1968,  and  cases  withdrawn  are  fewer,  is  almost  en- 
tirely due  to  the  absence  through  illness  of  the  Educational 
Psychologist.  The  usual  December  review  of  cases  needing  to  be 
retained  was  not  carried  out. 

It  is  possible  too,  that,  with  decreased  resources,  cases  are 
taking  longer  to  deal  with. 

4.  Sources  of  referral. 

These  show  the  usual  pattern  and  scatter,  indicative  of  good 
liaison  between  the  various  social  agencies. 

5.  Types  of  cases  referred. 

The  proportion  of  different  types  of  problems  has  not 
altered  appreciably,  nor  has  any  new  category  appeared. 

B.  The  work  of  the  Centre  in  1968. 

1.  The  Educational  Psychologist. 

I trust  that  the  above  comments  will  show  up  changes  in 
the  volume  of  work  done  and  the  areas  most  affected.  I would, 
however,  like  to  add  some  general  remarks  concerning  our 
approach  to  Case  Load  carried  by  this  Centre. 

We  try,  at  the  moment,  in  spite  of  very  limited  staffing 
resources,  to  offer  a Child  Guidance  Service  which  is  as  compre- 
hensive as  possible,  i.e.  one  which  at  least  attempts  to  tackle  all 
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referrals  from  legitimate  sources,  whether  they  be  “educational” 
or  “behavioural”,  (a  distinction  which,  as  I stressed  last  year, 
can  be  very  artificial).  Any  question  of  “priorities”  (e.g.  the 
“socially  maladjusted  child”  versus  the  “backward  speller”) 
must,  in  my  opinion,  be  subordinated  to  the  priority  of  maintain- 
ing the  essential  services  on  all  fronts,  viz.,  essential  and  speedy 
advice  on  disruptive  behaviour  problems,  routine  assessments 
and  assessments  of  children  with  a view  to  placement. 

To  do  this  work,  unassisted,  occupies  a great  deal  of  the 
Psychologist’s  time  and  it  is  inevitable  that  the  situation  with 
regard  to  such  things  as  treatment  of  particular  and  specialised 
educational  problems  or  the  provision  of  a 100%  reporting 
service  to  referring  agencies,  is  far  from  satisfactory.  Efforts 
are  still  being  made  to  improve  our  resources  but,  in  the  present 
economic  situation,  it  would  be  rash  to  be  too  optimistic. 

2.  The  Remedial  Teaching  Service. 

This  Service  is  now  housed  in  a new  purpose-built  classroom 
unit,  adjacent  to  the  Child  Guidance  Centre,  and  can  now  be 
said  to  have  found  a home  in  the  sense  that  the  teachers  have  a 
base  from  which  to  work  and  a place  to  keep,  under  one  roof,  all 
the  records  and  equipment  relating  to  the  Service.  Looking 
optimistically  to  the  future,  the  new  unit  would  be  ideal  for  the 
holding  of  specialised  classes  for  educational  problems,  other  than 
reading  backwardness,  if  we  could  obtain  the  necessary  staff. 

The  actual  staffing  situation  is  far  from  satisfactory.  One 
full-time  and  two  part-time  teachers  (these  last  two  contributing 
together  seven  sessions  per  week)  are  trying  at  the  moment  to 
give  help  to  backward  readers  in  a total  of  eight  junior  schools. 
Again  resources  are  vastly  over-stretched  and  it  is  impossible  to 
provide  the  ideal  three  sessions  per  group  per  week. 

Given  all  these  limitations,  the  reports  submitted  by  my 
staff  and  head-teachers  concerned,  show  evidence  of  good  work 
being  done. 

C.  Extra-clinic  activities. 

All  those  mentioned  in  last  year’s  report  have  been  con- 
tinued, although,  in  some  cases,  at  a reduced  level.  Visitors  to  the 
Centre  have  been  welcomed  and  include  doctors  on  D.P.H. 
courses,  student  nurses  and  individuals  seeking  information 
about  Child  Guidance  Work  in  general. 

One  new  venture  I would  like  to  mention,  is  one  undertaken 
in  conjunction  with  Mr.  K.  Chaffer,  Senior  Mental  Welfare 
Officer.  This  was  aimed  at  promoting  discussion  of  Child  Develop- 
ment problems  and  problems  in  Mental  Health,  for  the  benefit 
of  social  agencies  within  the  Borough,  whose  work  brings  them 
into  contact  with  such  problems.  The  idea  was  to  build  the  dis- 
cussion round  films,  one  of  which  was  introduced  by  the  Educa- 
tional Psychologist  and  the  other  by  the  Senior  Mental  Welfare 
Officer.  (For  example  the  opening  meeting  featured  two  films, 
“The  Terrible  Twos  and  the  Trusting  Threes”,  and  “The  World 
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of  the  Schizophrenic”).  The  meeting  was  then  thrown  open  to 
discussion. 

While  Mr.  Chaffer  and  I were  unable  to  be  so  ambitious  as  to 
plan  a whole  programme,  we  felt  that  this  little  venture,  seen  as 
an  investigation  into  possibilities,  was  well  worthwhile.  All 
social  agencies  were  contacted  and  attendances  were  excellent.  I 
think  all  who  attended  found  the  meetings  both  enjoyable  and 
informative  and  the  discussions,  to  say  the  least,  very  lively! 

D.  Conclusion. 

The  overall  picture  is  again  one  of  attempting  to  use  our 
very  limited  resources  to  best  advantage  and  there  are  no  strik- 
ing innovations  to  report  in  the  organisation  of  the  Centre’s  work 
as  a whole. 

I think  it  only  fair,  however,  in  a factual  report,  to  mention 
strengths  as  well  as  weaknesses.  For  example,  the  recent 
Summerfield  Report  sets  out  as  a recommendation  the  taking  on 
by  Child  Guidance  Centres  of  pre-school  children.  This  Centre 
has  had  a number  of  such  children  on  its  files  for  quite  a time. 
The  Report  also  recommends  the  extension  of  Child  Guidance 
facilities  to  school-leavers  and  post-school  children.  There  exists 
in  Dewsbury  already,  some  formal  machinery  (e.g.  in  the  case  of 
Moorlands  School)  which  can  call  upon  this  Service  in  discussions 
on  school-leavers  and  this  sort  of  thing  could,  in  theory,  be 
greatly  extended.  Again,  the  mere  fact  of  a child  having  left 
school  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  the  case  is  closed  by  the 
Child  Guidance  Centre. 

The  Seebohm  report,  proposing  formal  integration  of  the 
Social  Services,  was  also  published  last  year.  Here  in  Dewsbury, 
there  already  exists  good,  though  informal,  co-operation  and 
liaison  between  the  agencies.  To  equate  ' ‘informal”  with  "in- 
effective” is  quite  unjustifiable  on  the  grounds  of  logic  and 
personal  experience  alike. 

The  year  1968  saw  the  resignation  of  Mrs.  N.  Ingham  from 
the  Remedial  Teaching  Service  and  Miss  S.  Peace  from  her  post 
as  Clerk  to  the  Child  Guidance  Centre.  In  thanking  them  both 
for  their  respective  contributions  to  the  Centre,  we  wish  them  well 
for  the  future. 

Finally,  I would  like  to  thank  the  Principal  School  Medical 
Officer,  the  Chief  Education  Officer  and  their  respective  staffs 
for  all  the  help  and  co-operation  received  during  the  year  1968. 
Similarly,  my  own  staff,  the  head-teachers  and  staffs  of  all  the 
schools  and  the  various  agencies  with  whom  my  work  brings  me 
into  contact. 
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STATISTICAL  REPORT  FOR  1968 


I.— CASE  LOAD. 

Active  cases  as  at  31st  December,  1967  ...  ...  168 

Cases  awaiting  investigation  at  31st  December.  1967  14 

No.  of  cases  referred  during  1968  ...  ...  ...  283 

Number  of  cases  withdrawn  during  1968  ...  ...  36 

No.  of  cases  active  as  at  31st  December,  1968  ...  309 

No.  of  cases  under  observation  at  31st  December,  1968  33 

No.  of  cases  awaiting  investigation  at  31st 

December,  1968  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

(+43  Rem.  Readers) 
No.  of  children  seen  during  year  ...  ...  ...  345 

No.  of  new  cases  seen  during  1968  ...  ...  ...  135 

IL— EDUCATIONAL  PSYCHOLOGIST.  (Full-time). 

No.  of  new  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  283 

No.  of  case  interviews  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  401 

No.  of  school  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  169 

Number  of  home  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  252 

No.  of  treatment  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

*No.  seen  for  diagnosis  and  advice  ...  ...  ...  94 

Total  number  of  attendances  during  the  year  ...  401 

Grand  Total  of  visits  (home  and  school)  during  year  421 

*Does  not  include  children  tested  in  groups  = ...  208 


III.— REFERRING  AGENCIES.  283  Cases  referred  during  1968 
by  the  following  : — 


Boys 

Girls 

\ 

Head  Teacher 

122 

51 

Assistant  School  Medical  Officer 

3 

5 

Deputy  Principal  School  Medical 

Officer 

27 

27 

Parent 

6 

6 

Speech  Therapist 

1 

1 

General  Practitioner  ... 

2 

1 

Probation  Officer 

1 

— 

Children’s  Officer 

3 

Chief  Education  Officer 

2 

1 

Principal  School  Medical  Officer 

1 

— 

Welfare  Department  ... 

3 

2 

Remedial  Teacher 

15 

3 

186 

97 
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SPEECH  THERAPY  CLINIC. 

I am  indebted  to  Miss  U.  Purchase,  Speech  Therapist,  for 
the  following  report: — 

The  accompanying  statistical  report  represents  the  work  of 
the  department  fully  staffed  and  working  to  capacity.  The 
children  who  have  received  treatment  during  1968  have  attended 
on  an  average  of  once  a week  with  approximately  90  children 
per  week  attending  at  any  one  time,  more  children  have  received 
Speech  Therapy  than  during  any  year  since  the  service  was 
inaugurated  in  1949. 

With  the  resignation  of  Mrs.  Clowes  taking  effect  from  the 
end  of  December,  1968,  the  service  will  of  necessity  be  cut  by 
half  until  she  is  replaced. 

Speech  Therapy  is  to  a considerable  degree  ‘‘relationship 
therapy”.  It  is  desirable  that  the  therapist  should  liaise  well  with 
the  teaching  profession  and  parents  and  be  able  to  make  children 
enjoy  their  treatment — all  of  these  requirements  Mrs.  Clowes 
filled  excellently  and  she  will  be  greatly  missed. 

The  routine  work  of  the  clinic  has  been  run  on  the  same  lines 
as  last  year,  four  sessions  per  week  being  worked  in  selected 
schools  and  three  sessions  at  Dewsbury  General  Hospital.  All 
school  departments  were  approached  as  usual  in  March  and  when 
requested  the  therapists  visited  and  screened  239  children  that 
the  teachers  considered  to  be  in  need  of  help.  Apart  from  being  a 
means  of  maintaining  contact  with  the  schools,  this  Survey 
should  ensure  that  there  is  a record  of  all  children  within  the 
Authority  suffering  from  any  kind  of  speech  difficulty. 

The  practice  of  holding  treatment  sessions  in  schools  has 
been  carried  out  for  several  years  and  some  assessment  of  its 
value  can  now  be  made.  Factors  on  the  positive  side  are: 

(a)  Children  miss  less  of  their  routine  schooling  than  they  do 
when  a visit  to  the  clinic  is  involved. 

(b)  Closer  contact  with  the  teacher  is  maintained. 

(c)  Treatment  is  available  for  children  in  cases  where  parents 
are  unable  to  attend  clinic. 

On  the  negative  side  is  the  very  important  fact  of  the  loss  of 
close  contact  with  parents  with  the  consequent  loss  of  interest  in 
some  cases. 

Four  students  from  the  Leeds  Speech  Therapy  Training 
School  have  attended  for  weekly  training  sessions.  Two  second 
year  students  treated  their  own  cases  under  supervision  and  two 
first  year  students  observed  the  therapists  at  work.  One  student 
in  training  at  London  attended  for  a week  of  observation  during 
her  holidays  and  several  sixth  form  girls  have  come  for  observa- 
tion sessions  when  deciding  on  their  careers.  Visitors  are  always 
welcome  at  the  clinic,  as  to  watch  the  children  at  work  is  one  of 
the  best  ways  of  gaining  understanding  of  the  purpose  of  Speech 
Therapy. 
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Once  again  I would  like  to  thank  the  Principal  School 
Medical  Officer  and  the  Head  Teachers  and  Staffs  of  all  schools 
for  their  help  during  the  year.  My  particular  thanks  are  extended 
to  those  teachers  who  have  offered  us  accommodation  for  treat- 
ment sessions,  with  shortage  of  room  space  in  many  schools  I 
appreciate  that  this  is  not  always  easy. 


REPORT  OF  SPEECH  THERAPY  CLINIC  1968. 


Total  number  of  case  load 

467 

Analysis  of  case  load : 

(a) 

Treated  during  the  year  ... 

166 

(b) 

On  waiting  list  for  treatment 

95 

(c) 

In  observation  (1)  at  Clinic 

53 

(2)  at  School 

153 

2.  Analysis  of  cases  treated: 


School 

Defective 

Articulation 

Stammer 

Partially 

Deaf 

Other 

Total 

Pre-School  . . 

5 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Infants 

78 

1 

2 

9 

90 

Junior 

84 

1 

3 

38 

Secondary  Modern  ... 

1 

4 

1 

3 

9 

Secondary  Technical 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Grammar 

4 

4 

— 

— 

8 

Park  Special  . . . 

7 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Moorlands 

6 

— 

1 

7 

Orchard  Street  T.C. 



1 

1 

Total 

136 

10 

3 

17 

166 

Of  the  166  children  treated  103  were  boys  and  63  were  girls. 


3.  Total  number  of  cases  discharged  ...  ...  ...  82 


Classification  of  Cases  Discharged: 


Reason  for  discharge 

Defective 

Articulation 

Stammer 

Other 

Total 

Speech  Satisfactory  . . . 

43 

1 

— 

44 

Improved 

1 

3 

— 

4 

No  progress 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Left  district  or  school 

3 

1 

3 

7 

Non-attendance 

20 

— 

I 

21 

Parents’  Request 

4 

4 

Total  ... 

73 

5 

4 

82 
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4.  Number  of  children  continuing  treatment  into  1969 
Treatment  suspended  31.12.68  following  reduction  of 

C+P  "pf 

O L Cl  11  •••  •••  •••  * • • ♦ • » •••  ••• 
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5.  Attendance. 

Total  number  of  possible  attendances  ...  ...  3,442 

Total  number  of  actual  attendances  ...  ...  ...  2,908 


6.  Visits 

Number  of  school  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  156 

Number  of  domiciliary  visits  ...  ...  ...  12 


7.  No.  of  cases  referred  during  year  and  found  to  be 

suitable  for  treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  134 


8.  No.  on  waiting  list  31.12.68  ...  ...  ...  ...  95 


STATISTICAL  REPORT  ON  SPEECH  THERAPY  CLINIC 
DEWSBURY  GENERAL  HOSPITAL,  1968. 


Number  of  cases  treated  ... 

Number  of  adults  treated 
Number  of  children  treated 
Number  of  cases  discharged 
Number  on  waiting  list  as  at  31.12.68 


42 

20 

22 

12 

13 


Reduction  in  waiting  list  over  that  of  31.12.67  due  to 
transference  of  cases  to  West  Riding  Speech  Therapist. 
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